On  May  11/  1979/  HLRP  removed  the  following  documents  from  a 
safe-deposit  box  in  the  bank,  and  showed  them  to  SRP  and  DWP: 

1.  "Whereas  James  Russell  has  purchased  the  contract  of  John 
Lee  with  L.  J.  Wurts  for  the  unsold  lands  of  William  Wurts 
on  the  Henry  &  Samuel  Rider  tracts  in  Carbondale  township 
and  has  also  purchased  the  right  which  Joseph  Lee  held  in 
a  strip  of  lands  promised  to  Wm.  Brennan  &  said  Lee  has 
surrendered  up  said  contract  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  the 
entire  lands  owned  by  William  Wurts  Estate  in  those  two 
tracts  not  sold  to  John  Hunter  or  laid  out  in  city  lots  or 
attached  to  the  city  or  village  of  Carbondale  shall  go  with 
his  contract  that  is  the  contract  of  the  said  John  Lee  as¬ 
signed  to  said  Russell. 


Carbondale  July  11,  1863 
D. (?)  W. (?)  Lathrope 
agent  for 
L.  J.  Wurts" 

2.  A  deed  for  land  purchased  by  James  Russell  from  the  estate 
of  William  Wurts,  who  died,  intestate,  in  1858;  the  deed 
is  dated  January  15,  1866.  When  William  Wurts  died,  251 
acres  and  147  perches  of  land  in  Carbondale  became  the 
property  of  the  following  six  people:  Helen  S.  Wurts, 
Theodore  F.  Wurts,  Harriet  L.  Wurts  (wife  of  Rev.  Franklin 
C.  Jones) ,  Eliza  A.  Wurts,  William  A.  Wurts,  Frederick  H. 
Wurts.  The  last  three  named  were  minors  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  William  Wurts;  Lucretia  J.  Wurts  was  named  their 
guardian.  On  January  15,  1866,  James  Russell  bought  that 
portion  of  the  estate  of  William  Wurts  that  belonged  to 
Eliza  A.  Wurts,  William  A.  Wurts,  and  Frederick  H.  Wurts; 
James  Russell  purchased  on  that  date,  in  other  words,  one- 
half  of  251  acres  and  147  perches  of  land  in  Carbondale 
from  the  three  members  of  the  Wurts  family  just  named  for 
$1,889.39  (or  $15  per  acre). 

3.  The  other  one— half  of  the  estate  of  William  Wurts  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  John  B.  Gillespie  and  James  W.  Gillespie  on 
March  22,  1875.  This  we  know  from  a  "Petition  to  make  deed 
of  Real  Estate"  for  one-half  of  251  acres  and  147  perches 

of  land  in  Carbondale.  Thomas  Gillespie's  will  was  probated 
on  9  November  1867.  H.  S.  Pierce,  John  S.  Law,  and  Thomas 
Dickson  were  named  executors.  Thomas  Gillespie  held  interest 
in  251  acres  and  147  perches  of  land  by  contract  from  James 
Russell  dated  February  22,  1867.  The  executors  of  Thomas 
Gillespie's  will  sold  1/2  of  those  251  acres  and  147  perches 
of  land  to  John  B.  Gillespie  and  James  W.  Gillespie  for  $1775 
on  March  22,  1875,  at  a  sale  in  the  Wyoming  House  in  the  City 
of  Scranton.  On  February  10,  1877,  John  B.  Gillespie  and 
James  W.  Gillespie  petitioned  the  court  for  a  deed  to  the 
property  that  they  had  purchased.  On  February  15,  1877,  a 
deed  was  delivered  to  them  by  Pierce,  Dickson  and  Law. 


